
Montopolis Negro School/Church of Christ Timeline

circa 1891 School is established as Colorado School No. 34

1897-1903 St. Edwards Baptist Church moves to donated land at 408 Montopolis Drive.  The new building is constructed 
out of recycled materials from the original building built in 1868.

ca 1891-1935 The school and church serve as important community centers and are used for civic functions such as annual 
Juneteenth celebrations, baseball games and BBQ's.

1935
The original one room school building located on Bastrop Highway is destroyed by a storm.  When Travis 

County refuses to build a replacement school, St. Edward's Baptist Church donates 1.82 acres of land located 
next to the church on Montopolis Drive.  An old Army barracks building from Camp Swift is procured to serve as 

a replacement school. 

1952 City of Austin begins annexing Montopolis

November 1952 Colorado School District No. 36 transfers the school to the Austin Free Public Schools

1952-1955
The school building is renovated and supplied with new equipment and a new room is added to the building that 

serves as a classroom and lunchroom.  The new room also has toilets and showers obviating the need for an 
outhouse.

1955 The Austin Free Public Schools opens Allison Elementary School 

 March 1962 Austin ISD (formerly the Austin Free Public Schools) officially ceases operating the Montopolis School

1963-1964 Instead of donating the school and land back to St. Edward's Baptist Church, Austin ISD places the Montopolis 
School up for auction and starts receiving bids

August 1967 Austin ISD accepts the bid of O.A. Willhoite for the school property.  The winning bid was $5,102.

December
1968 David Willhoite deeds the property to the Montopolis Church of Christ with Ross and David Willhoite as Trustees

November
1970 The City of Austin secures road easements through the property

January 1987
The City of Austin uses eminent domain to take the church property (Resolution Number 870122-03). The 

church moves to its present location at 702 Montopolis Drive.  The old property, currently addressed as 400 
Montopolis Dr. is now owned by David Willhoite with portions owned by Marion Sanchez.

August
1987 Ross and David Willhoite deed .740 acres of the original 1.82 acre tract to the City of Austin

1990 The City of Austin destroys St. Edward's Baptist Church

March
2015 David Willhoite sells property to KEEP Investment Group

2016-2017 The Montopolis community organizes and seeks historic landmarking for the school

St. Edward's Baptist Church is the oldest African-
American Baptist congregation in Travis County!

The Austin City Council CONDEMNED the church to 
build a road, and then NEVER built the road!

Rev. Admiral 
DeWitty












